
This Christmas, make a difference in the lives 
of children and families who need your help.

Learn more or donate now at 

www.thornwell.org

“Bear one another’s burdens, 
and thereby fulfill the law 

of Christ.” – Galatians 6:2

Christmas Giving Tree
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Your ministry at Thornwell makes a lasting impact on the lives of hurting 
children and families. Last year, we recieved gifts that ensured that...

•  106 children found safe, loving homes through our Residential program
•  1,681 struggling children and families found hope and healing through       
 our innovative, community-based Building Families program
•  150 children received academic support through our Learning Center
•  102 children received professional counseling and therapy services

or as long as she can remember, Mariah has 
been taking care of her younger siblings — 
three sisters and two brothers.

One night, Mariah’s mom left her in charge of the 
other kids while she went out partying with friends. 
When her mom finally came home at 4 a.m., she got 
upset with Mariah and began to beat her. One of 
Mariah’s younger sisters tried to intervene, and 
ended up getting a beating from her mother too.

All the commotion woke the neighbors, who dialed 911. The police arrived a few 
minutes later, soon followed by the child protective services agency. All six children 
were taken into emergency protective custody. They had been removed from their 
home once before. Their grandmother had taken them all in that time. This time, 
she wasn’t able to do so. They were placed at Thornwell because it’s one of the few 
places where all six of them could stay together.

Mariah is a smart kid. She’s in the gifted and talented program at school. She likes 
school and loves learning. During her time at Thornwell, Mariah has been learning 
about lots of new things  — and experiencing a lot of firsts. This is the first time she 
has truly felt safe and loved, and what it’s like to be part of a healthy family. And, her 
Family Teachers are the first to ever tell her about the love of God in Jesus Christ. 

This summer was her first time on a familly vacation. It was also be the first time she 
has ever attended Vacation Bible School, and the first time she’s ever tried to learn 
how to swim. Now she is excited about decorating a Christmas tree for the first time.

With your support, children like Mariah are able to have new experiences and make 
happy memories that will last a lifetime, in a safe, loving home. 

 2,452 total served last year
to learn more, visit thornwell.org


