
Good morning, my name is _____________________ and I serve as _________________ (and first became 
connected to Thornwell through_______________________).

For over 144 years, Thornwell has been advocating and caring for abused, neglected, and abandoned 
children. Children that deserve to grow up in healthy, loving homes.

However, you see, kids all around us are struggling and clinging to hope.

Abused and neglected children clinging to the hope that . . . 
• They will escape the blow of a hand.
• That they will make it to the next day.
• That they will feel safe when they sleep.
• That they will have enough food to stop the hunger pains in their bellies.
• That someone will love them … maybe even cherish them.

Kids like seven year old Ricky who was removed from his father’s care after the school noticed that he was covered 
in bruises. After he was taken away from his father, it was discovered that Ricky had been physically and sexually 
abused while under his father’s care. Ricky’s father was put in jail. Later, Ricky lived with his mother in a car and later 
in two homeless shelters. But, she too refused to adequately care for him and Ricky was placed in emergency 
protective custody. Requiring extensive therapy, Ricky’s foster family could only care for him for two months before 
he was placed at Thornwell where Ricky not only found a safe and loving home, but also the therapy he needs to 
heal and the hope for a brighter future.

In addition to the ministry in our Residential Care Program, Thornwell also works to prevent abuse and neglect by 
providing a continuum of care to children and families throughout local communities in South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Florida. Programs like Building Families, Strengthening Families, Parenting Classes, Foster Care Training, and 

Educational Support. Thornwell knows that if families are kept strong and supported – abuse is less likely to occur. 

Frederick Douglass, an African-American social reformer, once stated, “It is easier to build strong children, than to 
repair a broken man.”  This statement holds true today as we raise awareness about child abuse and prevention 
during this month of April. It takes a community to protect a child and offer them a place to build positive 
childhood experiences that will allow them to maximize their potential. 

April offers the opportunity to focus on the many strategies to protect children, strengthen families, and raise 
awareness to stop child abuse and neglect from occurring. The pinwheel, that you see planted around the 
community, is a symbol for Child Abuse Prevention Month and represents the happy, healthy childhood every child 
deserves. Kids like Ricky.

So what can we do to help? Prevention starts in every home, in every neighborhood, in every school, in every 
church, and in every community. Simple things can make a big difference. Knock on a neighbor’s door to see if you 
can help with babysitting, homework, or running errands. Reach out to a child being bullied. Advocate for a 
program or policy change. Volunteer in your local school, church, or youth program – or volunteer or conduct a 
donation drive at Thornwell. You can also use the helpful calendar that Thornwell has provided for ideas!

Many cases of child abuse are preventable if families are connected to those who can help. Join with Thornwell in 
spreading the word about preventing child abuse and giving all children the hope for a great childhood and a 
bright future!

Thank you for your faithful support to Thornwell who has been providing safe, loving homes, healing and hope for 
for a brighter future. Please continue to keep us in your prayers.
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