
Week One:  Sunday, November 3rd 

 BIBLE LESSON:  Walk the Talk - Luke 19:1-10

 DISCUSSION

Has there ever been a time when you didn’t feel welcome?  Like you were an outsider? Maybe 
someone called you a name to make you feel like you didn’t belong with everyone else. It’s not a fun 
feeling is it? In our Gospel reading today, we hear the story of a man, Zacchaeus, who wasn’t 
welcomed in his community by many. People called him names and thought it was silly that Jesus 
would spend time with him. But Jesus reminds the crowd that Zacchaeus is a brother. He is a friend 
and a son of the King.

Thornwell is a place that follows the example of Jesus to love those who may feel different than us. 
Have you ever heard of Thornwell? For children who don’t feel like they are welcome or loved, 
Thornwell is a place that can off er them a home full of hope and healing.

I’d like to tell you about Samantha. She, like Zacchaeus, has been called names and made fun of. 
Even at home, she was ignored. She often didn’t have enough food, didn’t have lights that worked, or 
didn’t have enough water for a bath. There was no place she felt welcome or loved. 

Now, Samantha lives at Thornwell! She has a family who loves and cares for her. She has food and 
water, and she is learning how to make friends at home and at school. She has learned that God loves 
her no matter what other people say about her. She says that God is her hero, and that He has been 
with her in all the hard times. 

It’s no fun to feel like we don’t belong or aren’t good enough. Each of you get to choose to love those 
around you just like Jesus loves us. We can also celebrate places like Thornwell that extend hope and 
kindness to children just like you!

 BIBLE LESSON:  All Saints Sunday - Luke 6:20-31

Has someone ever cheered you up when you were sad? Who has been that person to you? A 
teacher? A friend? What about a sibling? Sometimes when we are sad, it is so nice when someone 
comes to be with us. If our feelings have been hurt, or we’re scared, or we feel alone, just having 
someone beside us is such a gift. Maybe sometimes they don’t even need to say anything.
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In today’s Gospel reading, we hear Jesus share with a crowd that those who weep are blessed and 
they will laugh. Jesus is reminding these people that even when they’re sad, He is with them. His 
love is a great gift to all of us! Thornwell is a place for children and families who need help. Special 
friends, like people at church, get to sit with them and remind them of the hope in Jesus. You can be 
someone who reminds others of the hope in Jesus! 

I’d like to tell you about Joseph. Life had been hard for him. He couldn’t sleep, he was behind in 
school, and he had just moved in with his grandmother because his mom couldn’t take care of him. 
His grandmother didn’t know to help him either, but someone from Thornwell came and sat with 
them, helped them learn to work together, and taught them what it means to be a family. Because 
friends at Thornwell were willing to sit with Joseph and his grandmother to help them through their 
hard time, Joseph is happier, he feels safe and loved, and he’s doing so much better in school!

Do you think you could love your friends when they're sad? I think you can! We give thanks for the 
incredible people, including all these people here in the congregation, who are willing to come to 
love and serve even when it's uncomfortable. And what a gift it is that through our financial support, 
we can create communities and villages just like this one for the teens of Thornwell!
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Instructions:

Children can write in a response on the weekly “Walk the Talk” worksheet next to each respective 
day of the week. We want to encourage children to identify something kind they can do each day to 
help others. Remember to emphasize Sunday as a day of rest. 

Thanksgiving Turkey Banks:

Have you ever heard of a place called Thornwell? It is a special place for children and families who 
need help. You have been blessed and you can help. We get to share our blessings from God with 
others. By collecting coins in the turkey bank, you are helping children and families heal and find 
hope. 

Remember to give them a date to return the turkey banks!

 OBJECT LESSON/ACTIVITIES



SUNDAY
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We should practice what Jesus teaches us to do 
every day of the week. Choose at least one good thing to do each day.

WALK THE TALK
CALENDAR



 

Practice saying nice things to every person you see today. 

Donate some of your toys to someone who needs them more. 

Help your teacher without being asked. 

Draw a picture for a friend. 

Make a new friend. 

Clean up your room without being asked. 

Pray for someone in your church. 

Hug your parents just because. 

Make a card for someone who is special to you. 

Tell someone in your family something you love about them. 

Bake some cookies for your neighbors. 

Make a card for a child at Thornwell. 

Donate your old clothes to someone who needs them. 

WALK THE TALK
IDEAS FOR YOUR WEEKLY CALENDAR



Week Two:  Sunday, November 10th 

u BIBLE LESSON:  What is Hope - Luke 20:27-38

u DISCUSSION
What is hope? It’s kind of a hard thing to define isn’t it? Can you think of a time you had hope or 
something you’re hopeful for now? When we don’t have hope, we can get sad and unsure about what 
is to come. In our Gospel reading today, these religious leaders, the Sadducees, are trying to ask 
Jesus a tricky question, but Jesus’ response is that we are all children of God. We all have God’s love, 
and we all have hope for the future.

Sometimes the children who come to Thornwell are without hope. They’re unsure of what’s to come, 
and life feels really hard. But because Thornwell serves others like Jesus would, these children 
experience a love that gives them hope for a better future. You can love others like Jesus, too. 

u OBJECT LESSON/ACTIVITIES
Faith Interview (handout)

Every child that comes to Thornwell is given a faith interview to show the progress of their faith journey. 
Give each child a copy of the Thornwell Faith Interview. Ask them to take it home and do the interview 
with their parents and family. Put the paper in a safe place. Then in a year, do the interview again to 
see how their answers have changed and how they’ve grown in their faith journey.

u PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for sending your son, Jesus, to save us and make us new. Help us to be 
more like you. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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Every child that comes to Thornwell is given a faith interview to show the progress of their faith journey. 
Do this interview with your parents and family. Have them record your answers. Then in a year, do the interview 
again. Have your answers changed? How have you grown?

1. Who is God? What can you tell me about God? What is God like?

2. Who is Jesus? What can you tell me about Jesus? What is Jesus like?

3. How did you fi nd out about God? Who told you?

4. What do you think God thinks about you?

5. Do you ever pray? When and how often?

6. What do you know about the Bible?

7. When do you feel closest to God?

8. Who has told you the most about God?

9. Who has been there for you when you needed them?

THORNWELL FAITH 
INTERVIEW
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Week Three:  Sunday, November 17th 

u BIBLE LESSON:  Trust - Luke 21:5-19

u DISCUSSION

Who are some people that you trust? Isn’t it nice to have someone you can always count on? In today’s 
Gospel reading, we hear Jesus sharing that He will always be with us. No matter what happens. No 
matter how hard things get. What a gift! When we’re going through something really hard, it’s 
wonderful to know that God is with us!

Children and families at Thornwell experience especially difficult times. When friends like you help 
Thornwell, these children and families receive love, kindness, and support that builds trust and feels 
like family. Jesus tells us to love others. He reminds us that it's His love that makes hard things feel not 
so hard. You can carry His love to others in both good and bad times. 

u OBJECT LESSON/ACTIVITIES

Supplies Needed:
• Chocolate foil-wrapped coins or some other play coins with diff erent talents written on paper and

taped to each coin.

Instructions:
Hide the coins around the room before the children arrive.  Tell the children they are going on a talent 
treasure hunt.  Give them no more than 5 minutes to fi nd them. 

Have each child read what talents they found during the talent treasure hunt.  Have each child 
consider the talents they found and talk about how they can bless the lives of other people with these 
talents.

Thanksgiving Turkey Banks

Give one card to each child. If you gave these out earlier in the month, give one to each child who 
didn’t get one previously. Explain that the money donated with these turkey cards will be used to help 
children and families.

u PRAYER 
Dear God, thank You for the gifts You give us, and for using us to do Your work to help others so they 
might know Your love through us.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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Week Four:  Sunday, November 24th 

u BIBLE LESSON:  Christ the King Sunday - Luke 23:33-43

u DISCUSSION
Do you know that God loves you? Do you know that there is nothing you can do or say that can ever 
separate you from God’s amazing love? What an incredible gift! This is a gift that we need to share with 
everyone! Today in our Gospel reading, we will hear the story of when Jesus was on the cross e know he 
must have been in pain, exhausted, and sad, but he still tells those around him that they are loved and that 
they are God’s children!  What a beautiful picture of the amazing love of God to be shared during such a 
difficult time!

Many of the children and families that are served through Thornwell are going through a hard time, and that 
hard time may be distracting them from the  that they are loved by God no matter what. 
Maybe they’ve experienced something in their life that they think is too big for God  or they think that God 
doesn’t love them anymore  e know that’s not true! The staff  of Thornwell gets to come alongside these 
children and families to remind them of God’s love and that no part of their past defi nes their future.

Sophie is one of those children. When she came to Thornwell, she was 17 and didn’t believe that she 
deserved love from the people at Thornwell or from God. Her parents were unable to take care of her, so 
she was hungry, sad, and lonely. Worst of all, she thought it was all her fault! 

Now, Sophie lives in a cottage at Thornwell with a new family. They are taking care of her and showing her 
that she is loved by God and by others, no matter how bad or how lonely she might feel.

How cool is it that we get the opportunity to help share God’s love with others by supporting such a 
wonderful place? Are there people at your school or on your sports team that are having a hard time?  What 
are ways that you can brighten their day and remind them that God loves them, too?

u OBJECT LESSON/ACTIVITIES
Prayer in Action Plate

Supplies Needed:
• Small paper plates
• Paint, markers, stickers, and other decorations.

Instructions:
Distribute the supplies and have each child decorate a plate with a picture of the church. Tell them to put this 
plate somewhere in the kitchen at home (like on the refrigerator) as a reminder to them and their family to be the 
church and help those in need. 

u PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for Thornwell. Thank you for those that care for children and provide them a safe and 
loving home, hope for a brighter future and a chance to heal from hurts.  Help us to help those in need – “the 
least of these” – for when we do that, we help your son Jesus Christ.  Amen.




