
Minute for Mission 

Thank you for participating in Thornwell Emphasis Month. Your kindness, generosity, and support 
makes a significant impact in the lives of children and families throughout South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida.

You have been provided four weeks of material to use for your weekly Minute for Mission. We 
recommend using this resource for the corresponding date because each message pairs with the 
Gospel Lectionary reading for that Sunday.

u Week 1 – Sunday, November 3rd (Luke 19:1-10)

Today, we highlight the mission of Thornwell to raise awareness and funds for children and families in 
need. Thornwell began in 1875 in Clinton, SC by a Presbyterian minister, Reverend Jacobs, who felt a 
call from God to care for the orphans of the Civil War. The ministry of Thornwell has grown and evolved 
over its nearly 150-year history to be a leader in the call to care for children and families throughout 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. What was once a dream in the heart of a young man, God 
anointed and blessed to become a transformative ministry that has impacted the lives of thousands.

We celebrate Thornwell Emphasis Month with a single focus: “Hope and Joy come from the Overfl ow 
of Giving.” You get to be part of this. You can make a difference. You are giving hope and joy to 
families through the overfl ow of your giving.

In our Gospel reading today, we hear the story of Zacchaeus, a man who has been labeled by his 
community. The crowd is telling Jesus that Zacchaeus is not worth his time because he is a sinner. 
Jesus reminds the crowd that Zacchaeus is a son of Abraham. He is a brother and a child of God. We 
see this sense of welcome and reaching across labels all throughout Jesus’ ministry. Jesus welcomes, 
teaches, heals, and loves those who society has put in a box and labeled. This radical love and 
hospitality of Christ that rips off  the labels and says all are worthy is the model for ministry at Thornwell.

Samantha is no stranger to labels. She grew up in a confusing and scary environment. Each day, she 
never knew if there would be food to eat for dinner, electricity, or water for a shower. Her caregiver 
was on the run, so she moved to a diff erent place and a diff erent school every year. At each school, she 
was bullied. The kids did not understand what she was living through, and they judged her. Like 
Zacchaeus, she was put in a box and labeled. 

Hope and Joy come from 
the Overfl ow of Giving



Today, she has a safe and loving home at Thornwell. She has learned about the welcoming love of 
Jesus, and she will tell you now that He is her hero. She will tell you that she has learned to have hope 
and to be kind in all circumstances, even if others are not kind to you. She knows that who God says 
she is is all that really matters.

Many of the teens that enter the foster care system and are placed in Thornwell’s residential program 
are labeled. Many of the children that enter the foster care system and are placed in one of Thornwell’s 
single family foster homes are labeled.  Many of the families that are served through Thornwell’s Child 
Development Center, Building Families, and Strengthening Families programs are labeled.  These 
labels are ones that falsely create the idea that their future is already set and there is no way to turn 
things around. These labels are false. There is hope and there is joy to be found for these children and 
families! Thornwell is committed to walking alongside them as we move towards healing. This ministry 
is only possible through the overflow of giving from people like you. Thank you for extending the love 
of Christ, for being a part of radical love and hospitality, and for being someone who helps rip off labels 
to serve others.

u Week 1 – Sunday, November 3rd (Luke 6:20-31) All Saints Sunday

Today, we highlight the mission of Thornwell to raise awareness and funds for children and families in 
need. Thornwell began in 1875 in Clinton, SC by a Presbyterian minister, Reverend Jacobs, who felt a call 
from God to care for the orphans of the Civil War.  The ministry of Thornwell has grown and evolved over 
its nearly 150-year history to be a leader in the call to care for children and families throughout South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. What was once a dream in the heart of a young man, God anointed and 
blessed to become a transformative ministry that has impacted the lives of thousands. 

We celebrate Thornwell Emphasis Month with a single focus: “Hope and Joy come from the Overflow 
of Giving.” On this All Saints Sunday, Thornwell is especially thankful for the saints who have gone 
before us and given of their gifts to ensure the longevity and vitality of this ministry. Those of you who 
have been following Thornwell for many years know that the ministry has been through many changes 
as the landscape of child welfare has also changed. Through it all, the call to care for children and 
families and extend the love of Christ continues to be at the core of all that is done. Thornwell is a 
thriving ministry that has stood the test of time because of people like you that are giving hope and joy 
to families through the overflow of your giving.

Throughout the Gospel of Luke, there is a theme in Jesus’ ministry of reaching out and welcoming 
those whom society has pushed out. Our Gospel reading today is a beautiful example of this, the 
Blessing and the Woes. The promise of this passage is a gift to the children and families Thornwell 
serves who are looking for hope as they are living in a difficult season. The ministry of Thornwell is a 
place of healing, home, and hope. Through the residential program that serves teenagers in the foster 
care system, through the foster care program that recruits, certifies, and supports single family foster 
homes, through the Building Families program that serves families throughout Florida, Georgia, and 
South Carolina, and through the Strengthening Families program and Child Development Center that 
serve at-risk children and families in the community, Thornwell’s staff is walking alongside those who 
are poor, hungry, and weeping for a brighter future in hopes of bringing hope and joy.



Joseph and his grandmother are a great example of the difference this support can make. Life was 
hard for Joseph: he spent the first four years of his life with a mom who was using drugs and drifted in 
and out of relationships. When he came to live with his grandmother, he was behind in school and 
unable to rest at night. He refused to go to school, and when he did, struggled to focus. This was more 
than attention deficit; this was circumstantial hardship. Beneath the hard exterior, Joseph didn’t feel 
safe; he was restless and scared. Thornwell’s Building Families Specialist, Katie, taught Joseph’s 
grandmother how to help him feel safe. Katie stood in the trenches with his grandma to meet Joseph 
right where he was. Now, Joseph attends school regularly and even earned ‘most improved student’ 
in his classroom.

This hope and joy is made possible because of the overflow of giving from people like you. Thank you!

u Week 2 – Sunday, November 10th (Luke 20:27-38)

Today, we highlight the mission of Thornwell to raise awareness and funds for children and families 
in need. Thornwell began in 1875 in Clinton, SC by a Presbyterian minister, Reverend Jacobs, who felt 
a call from God to care for the orphans of the Civil War. The ministry of Thornwell has grown and 
evolved over its nearly 150-year history to be a leader in the call to care for children and families 
throughout South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. What was once a dream in the heart of a young man, 
God anointed and blessed to become a transformative ministry that has impacted the lives of 
thousands. 

We celebrate Thornwell Emphasis Month with a single focus: “Hope and Joy come from the Overflow 
of Giving.” You get to be part of this. You can make a difference. You are giving hope and joy to 
families through the overflow of your giving.

In today’s Gospel lesson, we read about one of many times the leaders of the religious community try 
to challenge Jesus. Jesus’ responses are always ones of love, and this example is no different. When 
the Sadducees try to corner Jesus and ask him what they believe to be hard questions of the law in 
order to stump him, Jesus responds with the love of the Gospel. Thornwell is a place that is often 
confronted with “hard” questions about Foster Care. But what we see in Jesus' ministry is a call to love 
children. It's the Gospel that anchors an organization like Thornwell.

Foster Care is meant to be temporary. While a child may have been removed from their home due to 
abuse or neglect, the intent of Foster Care is reunification. Thornwell provides children with safe and 
loving homes while also offering the family resources and support to heal. People often ask, “How do 
you do it? Isn’t it hard to say goodbye?” Of course it is, and it's messy. But if not the church, then who 
will love God's children? We learn from our Gospel reading that God’s love is for all. Thornwell believes  
every child deserves to be loved. And so do we. 

One of Thornwell’s foster families said, “Foster care gives us repeated opportunities to tell our kids 
that these children don’t have anyone to love them right now, so we are going to step in and love 
them because Jesus did that for us."



“We get to step in and love these children like they are our own. That’s a beautiful illustration of the 
Gospel: I can’t find anywhere in the Bible where Jesus looked at someone who needed help and 
said, ‘Sorry, it’s too hard for me right now. I’m going to walk away.’ He doesn’t do that.” 

This opportunity for people to serve and love children in Foster Care is only possible because of 
the tremendous overflow of gifts from people like you! You are creating opportunities for children 
to experience hope and joy, sometimes for the first time, and you’re making sure they are loved so 
deeply that it IS hard to say goodbye.

u Week 3 – Sunday, November 17th (Luke 21:5-19)

Today, we highlight the mission of Thornwell to raise awareness and funds for children and families 
in need.  Thornwell began in 1875 in Clinton, SC by a Presbyterian minister, Reverend Jacobs, who 
felt a call from God to care for the orphans of the Civil War.  The ministry of Thornwell has grown and 
evolved over its nearly 150-year history to be a leader in the call to care for children and families 
throughout South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. What was once a dream in the heart of a young man, 
God anointed and blessed to become a transformative ministry that has impacted the lives of 
thousands. 

We celebrate Thornwell Emphasis Month with a single focus: “Hope and Joy come from the Overflow 
of Giving.” You get to be part of this. You can make a difference. You are giving hope and joy to 
families through the overflow of your giving.

Our Gospel reading for today is a reminder that there is hurt in the world, but it is also a reminder of the 
promise that through it all, God is present. Jesus teaches of the temporal nature of the temple and 
human institutions, and points to the unwavering love of God for all people. Many of the children and 
families that are served through Thornwell’s ministry are going through a difficult season. It is important 
for the staff to model their care after God’s love and to be present with them during this time. As the 
church, we get to be there, too.

Thornwell is committed to providing a continuum of care to children and families wherever they are in 
their journey to healing and wholeness. Many of these families just need a helping hand. Thornwell 
offers loving support, resources, and care that increases a family's ability to parent, connect, and 
communicate. The families who are served vary from grandparents who are caring for their 
grandchildren, to blended families, to at-risk families, to any family who needs help. 

Manny and Marty are a great example of the difference a helping hand can make. They were tasked 
with raising their grandchildren--and to be honest, they were lost. Joseph, the youngest, was 
experiencing anxiety at school, and had begun refusing to go; often resorting to violent behavior. He 
was spiraling out of control—and had become a threat to the safety of their family. 

Manny and Marty wanted more than anything to be able to help him. They were referred to Thornwell’s 
Building Families program and were immediately encouraged.  A family specialist, Elizabeth, worked 
with their whole family. She met them exactly where they were. 



Elizabeth began to visit their home twice a week. Other counselors and teachers had never been able 
to engage Joseph in a way that made him want to participate in activities and exercises, but Elizabeth 
connected with Joseph almost instantly. He looked forward to her visits, and he joined the rest of his 
family in playing games, completing activities, and establishing family rules. She taught Marty and 
Manny how to help Joseph control his anger, and gradually, he learned to listen respectfully, follow 
instructions, and even help around the house. 

While they were involved in the Building Families program, Joseph was diagnosed with an autism 
spectrum disorder. This left Marty and Manny with a whole new set of questions about the best options 
available for Joseph’s education. Thankfully, they were not alone. Elizabeth attended every meeting 
that every school had about Joseph’s education plan. With her help, Joseph was placed at a new 
school that was more equipped to meet his individual needs. Now, he’s not just attending school; he’s 
looking forward to it! 

The struggles Manny and Marty faced were not the end of their story. Manny says that God used 
Building Families to restore hope and joy to his family. 

This commitment to walking alongside these families to make them stronger is an incredibly humbling 
opportunity for Thornwell. This ministry is giving these families hope and joy, and that gift is only 
possible because of the overflow of giving from people like you!

u Week 4 – Sunday, November 24th (Luke 23:33-43) Christ the King Sunday

Today, we highlight the mission of Thornwell to raise awareness and funds for children and families in 
need. Thornwell began in 1875 in Clinton, SC by a Presbyterian minister, Reverend Jacobs, who felt a 
call from God to care for the orphans of the Civil War. The ministry of Thornwell has grown and evolved 
over its nearly 150-year history to be a leader in the call to care for children and families throughout  
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. What was once a dream in the heart of a young man, God 
anointed and blessed to become a transformative ministry that has impacted the lives of thousands.  

We celebrate Thornwell Emphasis Month with a single focus: “Hope and Joy come from the Overflow of 
Giving.” You get to be part of this. You can make a difference. You are giving hope and joy to families 
through the overflow of your giving.

On this Christ the King Sunday, our Gospel reading is one that challenges us as to who deserves mercy.  
We are reminded that Christ’s reign is not a death-dealing system intent on punishment, but a paradise 
that today extends even to those whom we may not think deserve it.  

At Thornwell, we believe every child and every family is deserving of love and mercy. We believe that 
family changes everything, and that no one should be without a safe home and loving family. 

17-year-old Sophie grew up in a cycle of poverty and abuse. When she came to Thornwell, she did not
feel worthy of love. She had been neglected and mistreated for so long that she had begun to believe
she deserved it.



Sophie now lives in a cottage at Thornwell with family teachers and seven “siblings.” She has been 
accepted into a family unit and cared for by adults that love and want the best for her. She is learning 
that she is beloved, by God and by others, no matter how undeserving she might feel. 

Thornwell is a ministry committed to providing a continuum of care for children and families across 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. We believe the Lord to be a Redeemer. He makes things new. 
We all deserve a chance to step into who God created us to be. This is holy work, and we get to be 
part of it. Your overflow is what creates opportunities for children and families to experience God's 
love and redemption. We invite you to support Thornwell as we share the radical love of Jesus Christ 
with others!




