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For more than 144 years, we have had the honor and privilege to do 
God’s work. Like Dr. Jacobs, who founded this ministry, we continue 
our mission to walk alongside children and families in need. You 
have helped us adapt as society changes around us, and we will 
continue to meet future challenges head-on, because so many 
depend on our success.  

Thanks to you, our Residential Program continues to be an 
important part of Thornwell’s ministry. In addition to our family-like 
homes for children and youth, the new year brings us opportunities 
to serve children, and even entire families, on campus through 
family visitation programs and counseling support. 

Thornwell’s educational services, like the Child Development 
Center (Early Head Start, 3K, and 4K), serve children in the critical 
developmental years and provide an unmatched support system for 
parents and families. 

The Thornwell Learning Center continues to provide invaluable 
education support, such as the Read Right™ program that is 
addressing a distinct literacy gap for children and families in need.  

With our community-based programs, such as our intensive in-
home Building Families program, Strengthening Families, and 
Foster Care Programs, we can offer the kinds of prevention 
and intervention services needed to serve children and families 
anywhere across Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina.

This continuum of care uniquely qualifies us to come alongside 
children and families at any stage of life. Thank you for being part of 
God’s ministry at Thornwell!

Together, let’s dare to dream big dreams and trust in God as we 
begin 2020 and embark on this new decade to bring hope, healing, 
and wholeness in the name of Jesus Christ. 

In God’s Peace, 

A Message from the President
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In a national survey, more than 50% of parents 
reported they could do a better job parenting. 
Parenting and discipline problems are every 
household’s best kept secret, and almost half of  
all parents report needing more support.

Thanks to you, families like the Sanchezes are 
getting the support they need to grow stronger 
together. 

Ms. Sanchez was exhausted and overwhelmed 
when she called Thornwell’s Building Families 
team. Her daughters, Jenna and Jolie, didn’t get 
along, and her oldest was especially aggressive and 
disobedient. Ms. Sanchez was personally struggling 
with anxiety, and she was unable to find mental 
health services in her community. It had all become 
too much, and she knew she couldn’t do it alone. 

Because of you, she was supported. 

Thornwell’s Building Families Specialist met with 
Ms. Sanchez and the girls in their home and on 
their schedule. The specialist helped the family 
diffuse their tension, and it wasn’t long before the 
girls began opening up to one another. After a 
few visits, the Sanchez girls were connecting and 
communicating in healthy ways, for the first time in a 

long time. And, because all relationships take work, 
the girls also learned invaluable coping skills to 
combat the breakdowns as they occurred. Progress! 

Ms. Sanchez said, “Building Families has made a 
huge difference in my family. I’ve learned how to 
demonstrate what it means to be respectful, and 
in return, my girls have learned to respect one 
another. They even enjoy being together!” 

Her oldest daughter, Jenna, benefitted from Building 
Families in so many ways. Ms. Sanchez noticed 
shortly into the process that she didn’t have to 
give Jenna instructions on her hygiene anymore; 
she took initiative to take care of herself. She also 
noticed a significant difference in her attitude and 
willingness to be around others.

Ms. Sanchez shared, “This program – and the 
activities we did throughout it – have given me 
hope and inspiration for a brighter future for our 
family, especially for my girls.”

Your generous heart makes all the difference. 
Thank you for caring about and helping famlies 
in need!

Together, we can!
You are part of the support system that’s  

helping parents succeed at home. 
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You Offer Hope and Healing to Children and Families

One of the best examples of how your 
generosity reaps tremendous spiritual 
and emotional rewards is Thornwell’s 
Strengthening Families program. 

Strengthening Families teaches family and 
parenting skills designed to help parents cope 
with problem behaviors, improve social and 
relationship abilities, and grow as a healthy family 
unit. These are critical skills that make a huge 
difference in transforming a family into a happier, 
healthier one filled with hope for the future. 

You make it all possible! 

Single mom Lekeisha and her three children 
just graduated from the Strengthening 
Families program, after completing a 14-week 
commitment to positive change. 

Prior to enrolling, Lekeisha tells us she 
struggled to spend quality time with her 
children and give them the proper guidance 
they needed. As a result, her kids did poorly in 
school, were demanding, and essentially ran 
the house according to their impulses. Because 
two of her kids didn’t have their father, it was 
simply easier for Lekeisha to just say “yes” to 
their demands and let them have their way.  

It wasn’t that she couldn’t be bothered to 
be a good mom. She felt guilty about their 
predicament and didn’t want her kids to “go 
without” the things they wanted. She was just 
filling the parental void with things to satisfy her 
children’s short-term “wants.” What they really 
needed, however, was a mom who was present 
and who established boundaries. 

 

Strengthening Families is a Critical Support System,
Helping Parents Succeed at Home 

In Partnership with Children's Trust of South Carolina
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You Offer Hope and Healing to Children and Families

Because you care about healthy families, 
Lekeisha has come to understand that she 
wasn’t fixing anything by her actions; rather, 
she was encouraging more bad behavior and 
making an already difficult situation that much 
worse. The weekly classes taught her how 
to deal with her children’s behavior, assert 
her parental role, and become a better, more 
engaged mom. 

Now, a reinvigorated Lekeisha understands 
her leadership position in the family, and she 
is respected by her kids. That has led to her 
children doing more to help out at home with 
chores and responsibilities. The kids have also 
gained a lot of confidence, which has translated 
into participation in school activities and sports.  
All three children have dramatically improved 
their grades and are on the honor roll. 

They are now a family of high-fives and 
comforting hugs. The previous disrespect and 
yelling has now been replaced by cooperation 
and frequent outbursts of “I love you.” Lekeisha 
is filled with the joy of a peaceful and loving 
household that wants to be together. As she 
puts it, “Strengthening Families taught us 
how to be a real family. We learned how to 
overcome things we never thought we could 
overcome." What an incredible transformation!  

It’s all thanks to you and your generous 
support of Thornwell’s mission.
 
We thank you from the bottom of our hearts…
and so do Lekeisha and her children!
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In Partnership with Children's Trust of South Carolina
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LIFE ON THE 
FRONT LINES

Adam and Leah Called to Serve 
Children and Families in Need

6

of Service
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Sixteen years ago, Leah and Adam were 
married college graduates with a lifetime of 
plans ahead of them. Involved in their church 
and working with young people, they found 
themselves on mission to visit a boys ranch in 
Alabama. It was there that the Lord intervened 
and called them to a lifetime of youth ministry—
more specifically, a calling to love those in 
foster care.

Leah said, “It seemed crazy to us! Adam was 
going to be an engineer and I was actively 
working as an accountant, but this was 
bigger than us. We knew God was revealing 
something beautiful (although scary) and we 
just needed to say yes!”

Shortly after this life-changing visit, Adam and 
Leah were introduced to Thornwell—a place 
they would soon call home. With tears welling 
up in her eyes, Leah said, “It was like the Lord 
uniquely designed this path for us, and looking 
back all these years, I’d say he did. He’s been 
with us in every season and with every child.”

Today, Leah and Adam continue to be Family 
Teachers caring for eight teenage girls at any 
one time, in addition to their own three children 
who lovingly serve as surrogate siblings and 
have grown up at Thornwell. Their days look 
a lot like any other family, but are interwoven 
with stories of abuse, neglect, and rejection of 
the girls they serve.

Day in and day out, this family unit shares 
meals together, have recreation time and 
outings as a family, and they teach the 
girls what life in a safe and stable home 
environment is like. They help with homework 
and make sure the girls attend school; they 

teach them hygiene and how to do chores 
such as cleaning their rooms and washing their 
clothes; and they guide the girls through the 
ups and downs of teenage life.

“We see the face of child and family welfare 
changing as more and more older children 
are placed with us in the residential program. 
We know that teens are hard, but they matter 
more than ever, and sharing life with and 
loving them is a privilege. In fact, we see in 
Jesus’ ministry a love that’s practically and 
tangibly meeting needs like we do today—he 
healed the blind, the deaf, the lame, and the 
mute. He fed the hungry and defended those 
outcast by society. We continue his ministry by 
serving as his hands and feet,” says Adam.

He continued, “Some kids stay with us for 
years, and some stay for days. Sometimes 
loving them means simply feeding and clothing 
the girls, and helping them build a bridge for 
reuniting with their families. No matter what, it’s 
work that’s planting eternal seeds and that’s 
work worth investing our lives into.”

Adam and Leah have seen more than 
60 children and teens pass through their 
residential home, and they swell with pride 
as they talk about all the successes they’ve 
witnessed through the years. For Adam, one of 
his proudest moments came when one of their 
girls who graduated from the program asked 
him to walk her down the aisle to marry the 
man of her dreams. That’s family!

Your generous gifts are bearing rich fruit, 
and through them, you have touched so 
many lives! Thank you!
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Your commitment to a legacy of care has provided a 

home to thousands of children over the course of 144 

years, as well as some very special caregivers who 

have made it their life’s work to serve at Thornwell.



It's your heart of gold that makes it possible for 
Thornwell to provide a three-year-old
kindergarten program at our Child Development 
Center. And it's your meaningful gifts that are 
changing the lives of children and families like 
three-year-old Gracelyn and her mom, Stacey.
 
Gracelyn was born with Down syndrome, 
meaning she has an extra chromosome, which 
changes how her body and brain develops.
 
Stacey shared, “Most parents assume their kid 
will graduate high school, even college, get 
married, and so on! But when you have a special 
needs child, those things feel more like wishful 
thinking than anything else.”

You can imagine, then, being a mom like 
Stacey—doing her best to overcome the 
challenges that seemed destined for Gracelyn’s 
life. It was a priority for her to find a high-quality 

learning environment that would not just care 
for Gracelyn’s basic needs, but care for her 
emotional, physical, spiritual, and academic 
needs - and as a child with special needs.
 
“Thornwell’s willingness to accept Gracelyn 
and work with me as a parent has meant the 
world to us!”
 
Child Development Center Director Jenn Adams 
said, “It’s important to us to work with each 
family’s unique circumstances and Gracelyn’s 
condition makes her no different. We have 
strong partnerships with regional therapists who 
visit the center to meet with Gracelyn to ensure 
she’s exercising her mind and body at her own 
pace.”

Teachers and therapists work alongside one 
another, also with mom and dad, to ensure 
consistent and comprehensive care. 

A Village of Support

We Aren’t Meant to Do Life Alone
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Thank you for believing in exceptional care! 

This type of support also means Stacey can 
maintain a healthy work life to support her family 
and not miss work for therapy appointments. 

You’ve given a beautiful gift to this working 
mom — peace of mind! Thank you! 
 
Because you care, Gracelyn is in a traditional 
classroom with accommodations to support her 
growth. It’s your love that has made a way. 

Stacey said, “Thornwell has turned our wishful 
thinking into dreams for the future. Gracelyn will 
be a joyful and productive Christian woman in this 

world! Thank you for giving her a chance! Thank 
you for giving her a future!”
 
The Lord so beautifully and wonderfully knit 
Gracelyn together in her mother’s womb and the 
prosperous plans for her life are beginning to 
unfold. 

You make it possible for families like Stacey and 
Gracelyn to experience the love and acceptance 
of our Father and hope for a brighter future! 

Thank you for making a difference!



It all began with an unassuming trip to visit a beloved  
non-profit supported by her church, Christ 
Presbyterian Church in Tallahassee, FL. 

Sylvia and her husband were driving through 
Thornwell’s campus when a school bus prompted 
them to stop. A young girl with a beautiful big bow 
rushed off the bus and crossed the front of their 
vehicle. They proceeded once it was safe, and, 
moments later, Sylvia began to sob uncontrollably. 
There was something deep rising within her. 

It wasn’t long before she realized it was her own 
childhood grief that caused these raw emotions to 
surface at the sight of this young girl—a girl who was 
so well cared for. A girl who had someone who loved 
her enough to put a bow in her hair. Things she didn’t 
have as a child. A love she had not known from the 
foster family she grew up with. 

As she began to explore Thornwell and herself, it 
became clear to her that God was vividly present, and 
this place represented a love far greater than anything 
she’d ever experienced in the foster home she grew 
up in. It was in those same moments the Lord called 
her to a ministry of service at Thornwell. Her life’s 
pain had suddenly been given purpose—her mess a 
ministry.
 
Nothing is wasted, dear friend. 

Today, Sylvia serves as a Thornwell Board of Trustee 
and faithful child advocate. 

Sylvia shared, “I love Thornwell because Thornwell 
loves children, and they’ve done so since 1875 
through their residential and education programs 
and now through a number of community-based 
programs like foster care. It’s so much bigger than a 
single-campus operation nowadays. Thornwell is an 
innovator, a real pioneer in child welfare, serving 
children and families across FL, GA, and SC.

“I grew up in foster care from the time I was 4 years 
old until I was a sophomore in high school. The foster 
care home I grew up in was not the same quality as 
we're seeing today.”

YOU MAKE THIS POSSIBLE!

Whether providing the safety and security of a place 
to call home, reuniting shattered families after a 
crisis, or finding a loving family for a child who has 
no one to care about them, Thornwell has kept the 
faith with its mission of healing and wholeness.

Sylvia continued, “The legacy of care makes 
Thornwell uniquely qualified to train up and support 
a community of foster care parents so that more 
children and families can find healing and wholeness. 
Our foster care program, for example, provides new 
resources and training, along with critical support and 
expert guidance, to stand by foster families every 
step of the journey.”

Thank you for believing that every child deserves a 
loving home! 

Your loving heart makes it possible for more children 
to experience the same love the little girl with the big 
beautiful bow experienced. 

You’re a brave advocate. Thank you! 
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FROM HURT TO HEALING, 

TO HOPE
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What a difference you've made this year!

National Philanthropy Day is an annual 
celebration of giving held on November 15. 
President Reagan first proclaimed this special 
day in 1986, and communities all throughout 
the world have celebrated the importance of 
this occasion ever since. 

This day signifies the importance of working 
together for the common good and showcasing 
our common love of humanity. Philanthropic 
deeds come in all different shapes and sizes; 
some give their time, others give their services, 
and many give financial support.  

Your acts of kindness are always noticed.  

In 2019, Thornwell celebrated National 
Philanthropy Day with the help of three 
anonymous donors who ignited a $100,000 
matching gift challenge! Every dollar given to 
Thornwell from November 15 until the funds 
were exhausted would be doubled by these 
three generous donors.  

You responded with gusto!

You jumped at the chance to do twice the 
good!

Hundreds of passionate donors gave to the 
matching challenge – some were first time 
givers to Thornwell, others decided to give a 
little more to help us reach our goal, and some 

had not given in a few years and were excited 
to double their impact! Gifts to the challenge 
ranged from $2 to $15,000 reminding us that 
our collective sacrifices are all meaningful 
towards the goal of helping children and 
families.   
  
You are changing lives!

Because of your generous heart, Thornwell 
continues to make a positive and lasting 
difference for children and families from hard 
places through dozens of programs. Some of 
the funds will be used specifically to: 

• Enrich children’s summer with field trips,  
 interactive learning, and recreation! 

• Provide unconditional love and faith
 education to all children in our care! 

• Recruit and license more families to 
 support children in their journey to 
 healing and wholeness! 

Thank you for believing in thriving families! 
Donations to the ministry directly impact our 
ability to prevent child abuse and neglect, to 
build up and reunite families, and to support 
healthy futures for kids.  

You are an abiding spirit of philanthropy at 
Thornwell! 

ONE GIFT  
Twice the Blessings
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Now is the right time to lock in your 
payout rate with a charitable 
gift annuity. 

Contact us or visit Thornwell.giftlegacy.com 
to see your benefits today.

Security for You Today,
A Brighter Future  
For Tomorrow

A charitable gift annuity is a way to make a 
gift to support the causes that you care about. 
You make a gift of cash or appreciated assets 
to us. In return, we will make payments for 
life to you, you and a loved one, or another 
person. 

If you are looking for a way to secure your 
future, a charitable gift annuity may be the 
answer for you. Not only will your gift help 
further Thornwell's mission to serve children 
and families, but you will receive the security 
of guaranteed fixed payments for your 
lifetime.


