
We have provided four weeks of ministry spotlights for your use. Ministry spotlights are comprehensive 
messages fit for Sunday morning service, Sunday school class, life group, or a community group.

Thank you for using this resource and for your generosity in partnering with Thornwell to care for 
children and families throughout Florida, Georgia and South Carolina!

u Week 1

Over the next four weeks, we will be celebrating Thornwell Emphasis Month with a single focus: 
“Family Takes All of Us.” 

With a legacy of hope and healing that began in the heart of a young pastor in 1875, Thornwell serves 
to prevent child abuse and neglect, build up and reunite families, and support healthy communities in 
the name of Jesus Christ. They offer a Christ-centered continuum of care featuring programs for teen 
moms, infants, toddlers, preschool children, young kids, teenagers, young adults, and families. 

When the ministry started, the first funds came from a young boy. Thornwell Emphasis Month honors 
this legacy by inviting each of us to contribute what we can, whether this contribution is a donation 
through Tom the Turkey or a post on social media. Family takes all of us and all of our gifts. 

The epistle of James teaches the purest form of religion is caring for the widow and the orphan. If we 
are to be people of faith, we must care deeply about giving everyone the opportunity to belong to a 
thriving family. 

Through the Building Families program, Thornwell provides support and resources to families across 
Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. The program provides highly personalized services such as 
in-home care, parenting workshops, and an 8-week parenting series that give families a safe space 
to rebuild, connect, and thrive. This program is available to any family that might need help. Families 
participating in Building Families may be navigating life changes such as divorce, job changes, grief, 
educational difficulties, or family dynamic changes caused by adolescence or a sibling leaving for 
college. Building Families provides both individual and community activities where participants can 
learn and grow together. 

For one family in Tucker, GA, Building Families was transformative, first for their biological children 
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and later for their foster children. During their first cycle, the Hauns expanded their parenting toolkit 
to include strategies for deescalating power struggles and communicating with a shared language. 
When they answered the call to become foster parents, they engaged Building Families again to learn 
trauma-informed therapies and practices. 

Because Building Families helped this family grow together, they continue to help other families in their 
community as they foster. This is the call of our faith—to live together as one body, to love one another 
as Christ loves us. 

Family changes everything. And, family takes all of us. 

u Week 2

Today, we continue to celebrate Thornwell Emphasis Month with a single focus:  
“Family Takes All of Us.”

With a legacy of hope and healing that began in the heart of a young pastor in 1875, Thornwell serves 
to prevent child abuse and neglect, build up and reunite families, and support healthy communities in 
the name of Jesus Christ. They offer a Christ-centered continuum of care featuring programs for teen 
moms, infants, toddlers, preschool children, young kids, teenagers, young adults, and families. 

When the ministry started, the first funds came from a young boy. Thornwell Emphasis Month honors 
this legacy by inviting each of us to contribute what we can, whether this contribution is a donation 
through Tom the Turkey or a post on social media. Family takes all of us and all of our gifts. 

In the Gospel of Luke there is a story about Jesus healing on the Sabbath. He asks the scribes and 
Pharisees if they would not also immediately do work on the Sabbath if it would save the life of their 
own child. As followers of the Way of Jesus, we are called to love each precious life the Father has 
created the way we love our own families. We are called to see a neighbor in need and sacrifice 
however necessary to make sure they are cared for and loved. 

Thornwell’s Foster Care program answers this call every day. Foster Care provides a temporary 
living arrangement for children and teens whose biological relatives are not currently equipped to 
do so, creating an opportunity for these relatives to receive the additional support and resources 
they may need to care for themselves and their children. Thornwell not only licenses foster parents 
but continues to walk with them throughout their foster care journey, acting as a liaison with DSS, 
facilitating family visits, and encouraging community with meals and fun family outings. 

For the Cooper family, Foster Care is all about showing love to people. At any given time, they have 
two biological sons, one adopted son, and a couple foster sons, too. Once one of their foster boys 
asked their oldest biological son, Noah, if they would become brothers, should he end up staying with 
their family forever instead of returning home. Noah responded, “We can be your brothers now. It’s 
whatever you want to call us.” 

In that moment, Noah knew what so many of us often forget. Family is defined by more than biology 



and legality. It’s defined by love. And, this kind of love takes every single one of us. 

u Week 3

Today, we continue to celebrate Thornwell Emphasis Month with a single focus: 
“Family Takes All of Us.”

With a legacy of hope and healing that began in the heart of a young pastor in 1875, Thornwell serves 
to prevent child abuse and neglect, build up and reunite families, and support healthy communities in 
the name of Jesus Christ. They offer a Christ-centered continuum of care featuring programs for teen 
moms, infants, toddlers, preschool children, young kids, teenagers, young adults, and families. 

When the ministry started, the first funds came from a young boy. Thornwell Emphasis Month honors 
this legacy by inviting each of us to contribute what we can, whether this contribution is a donation 
through Tom the Turkey or a post on social media. Family takes all of us and all of our gifts. 

In John’s telling of the feeding of the 5,000, the disciples are concerned about how they will obtain 
enough bread for all of the people to have some. Philip says that even six months wages won’t buy 
enough. Andrew can only find a boy with five barley loaves and two fish—an amount that seems 
useless among such a crowd. But, somehow, it was more than enough. And, it all started with a boy—a 
boy who shared all he had. 

Thornwell believes that the hearts and minds of every child of God can change everything. They offer 
several academic support services, including a Child Development Center that is equipped to invest in 
not just each child they see but also each family they serve. 

As a student in Thornwell’s 3K program, Maggie had a safe place to learn every day. When her mom 
lost her job, Maggie was able to benefit from not only the consistency of remaining in school but also 
the continued care of the CDC staff. As they helped Maggie feel safe and secure, they also helped her 
mom find a new job. 

We believe in giving children, teenagers, and adults all the tools they need to completely transform 
our lives. At the feeding of the 5,000 everyone ate together like a family—the kind of family that would 
change everything. That kind of family takes every single one of us, even if all we have is two tiny fish 
and some bread. 

u Week 4

Today, we continue to celebrate Thornwell Emphasis Month with a single focus: 
“Family Takes All of Us.”

With a legacy of hope and healing that began in the heart of a young pastor in 1875, Thornwell serves 
to prevent child abuse and neglect, build up and reunite families, and support healthy communities in 
the name of Jesus Christ. They offer a Christ-centered continuum of care featuring programs for teen 
moms, infants, toddlers, preschool children, young kids, teenagers, young adults, and families. 



When the ministry started, the first funds came from a young boy. Thornwell Emphasis Month honors 
this legacy by inviting each of us to contribute what we can, whether this contribution is a donation 
through Tom the Turkey or a post on social media. Family takes all of us and all of our gifts. 

In John’s telling of the feeding of the 5,000, the disciples are concerned about how they will obtain 
enough bread for all of the people to have some. Philip says that even six months wages won’t buy 
enough. Andrew can only find a boy with five barley loaves and two fish—an amount that seems 
useless among such a crowd. But, somehow, it was more than enough. And, it all started with a boy—a 
boy who shared all he had. 

Thornwell believes that the hearts and minds of every child of God can change everything. They offer 
several academic support services, including a Child Development Center that is equipped to invest in 
not just each child they see but also each family they serve. 

As a student in Thornwell’s 3K program, Maggie had a safe place to learn every day. When her mom 
lost her job, Maggie was able to benefit from not only the consistency of remaining in school but also 
the continued care of the CDC staff. As they helped Maggie feel safe and secure, they also helped her 
mom find a new job. 

We believe in giving children, teenagers, and adults all the tools they need to completely transform 
our lives. At the feeding of the 5,000 everyone ate together like a family—the kind of family that would 
change everything. That kind of family takes every single one of us, even if all we have is two tiny fish 
and some bread. 


