
4-Week Children’s Curriculum

Family Takes All of Us
Week One: Stone Soup & Tom the Turkey 

Sunday, November 8th 

Please feel free to adapt these ideas to better fit your unique audience of children. 

u SCRIPTURE
Hebrews 13:16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing 
to God (NRSV).  

u LESSON
Materials Needed: Stone Soup Story (attached) and Tom the Turkey 

1. Tell a short version of the stone soup story.
2.Introduce Tom the Turkey as a way to raise money to help children and families.

• Over the next four weeks, we will be talking about an organization called Thornwell that 
does work to help children and families.

• We’re going to be collecting these turkeys as a way of raising money so that we can help 
them do that.

3. Talk about how donating a turkey is a lot like donating to the soup.
• It might not seem like much, but when everyone contributes what they have, it makes a big 

difference.
• Family takes all of us.
• In the story, it takes everyone to make enough soup to eat.
• At Thornwell and in the rest of our world, it takes everyone to take care of one another.

u PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for this day and the opportunity we have to gather together. Help us to contribute 
what we can to take care of one another. In your name we pray, Amen.  



The Stone Soup Story
To be shared as part of the Week 1 Lesson

Please feel free to adapt these ideas to better fit your unique audience of children. 

Once upon a time there was a great famine and people thought they had to hoard food to 
survive. One day two soldiers returning from war arrived in a village asking for a meal, but the 
villagers refused. 

“Then we will make stone soup,” one of the soldiers said mysteriously. They asked only for a 
big cauldron and water to fill it. They set it in the middle of the village square and built a large 
fire underneath. Then one of the soldiers produced an ornate bag from his cape, removed 
three very ordinary stones, and dropped them into the water with great ceremony. 

When a crowd gathered with curiosity, the soldier said, “A good soup needs salt and pepper.” 
Since that was not so much to give up, one of the peasants sent his daughter to fetch some 
salt and pepper. 

Then the other soldier said to himself rather loudly, “Oh, I do love stone soup, but stone soup 
with carrots...that’s hard to beat.” Overhearing this, another villager sent his son home to fetch 
a carrot hidden in the cellar – after all, it was just a carrot, not really that much. 

“Magnificent, thank you!” exclaimed the soldier. “You know, I once had stone soup with salt 
beef as well, and it was fit for the king!” So the village butcher managed to find a little salt beef. 
And so it went, until soon there were onions, potatoes, barley, cabbage, and milk for the soup. 

“A great soup would be even better with bread and cider,” a villager volunteered, and brought 
them forth. Now it was a feast, which the soldiers happily shared with the villagers. Everyone 
agreed they had never before tasted anything as good and sang and danced and celebrated 
well into the night. 

The village elder offered the soldiers a great deal of money for the magic stones, but they 
refused to sell them and traveled on the next day. 

As they left, the soldiers came upon a group of village children standing near the road. They 
gave the silken bag containing the stone to the youngest child, whispering to the group, “It was 
not the stone, but the villagers that had performed the magic.”  



4-Week Children’s Curriculum

Family Takes All of Us
Week Two: Helping Everyone 
   Sunday, November 15th

Please feel free to adapt these ideas to better fit your unique audience of children. 

u SCRIPTURE 
Luke 14:5 Then he said to them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that has fallen into a well, will you 
not immediately pull it out on a sabbath day?” (NRSV). 

 u LESSON
Materials Needed: first aid kit, ice, any kind of injury response equipment and a volunteer from the 
congregation to act like he or she got hurt. 

1.  Have a church member “injure” themselves. 
2.  Run in with a first aid kit, ice, etc. to tend to the injury. 
3.  Talk about Luke 14:1-6.  

• There’s a story about Jesus where he heals someone on the sabbath even though it’s a day 
of rest. Immediately helping the person in front of him is the most important thing.   

• It’s easy to remember that helping is the most important thing when the person who needs 
help is someone we love—our brother or our best friend or someone from our church.   

• But Jesus calls us to help every single person the way we would help our own family. 
4.  Give (or ask for) examples of what this looks like in practice.  

• Sitting with the new kid at lunch  
• Helping our opponent in a sports game when they fall down  
• Sending a turkey to Thornwell to help kids we don’t even know 

 u PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for this day and the opportunity we have to gather together. Help us remember 
that we are called to help one another—even those people we don’t know. In your name we pray, 
Amen.  



4-Week Children’s Curriculum

Family Takes All of Us
Week Three: Love With What You Have 
      Sunday, November 22nd

Please feel free to adapt these ideas to better fit your unique audience of children. 

u SCRIPTURE 
John 6:9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 
people?” (NRSV). 

u LESSON 
1.  Briefly tell about Nicholas Lowinger and Jahkil Jackson.  

• When he was just 12 years old, Nicholas Lowinger started a foundation to give homeless kids new 
pairs of shoes. When Jahkil Jackson was 8 years old, he started a nonprofit called Project I Am to 
give “Blessing Bags” of personal care items to people in need. Nicholas has donated new shoes to 
over 100,000 children, and Jahkil has sent “Blessing Bags” to over 35,000 people around the world.   

• These two kids have had a huge impact on the world around them.  
2.  Talk about the Feeding of the 5,000.

• In the Bible, there’s a story about Jesus feeding 5,000 people with just five loaves of bread and two 
fish.   

• Those five loaves and two fish came from one boy. He didn’t have enough for 5,000 people.   
3.  Connect the Feeding of the 5,000 to Nicholas & Jahkil and Thornwell. 

• Nicholas and Jahkil didn’t have enough either, but they started with what they did have. One pair of 
shoes. One “Blessing Bag.”   

• When Thornwell first started as an orphanage, the first funds came from a 10-year-old boy.   
• None of these kids had enough to fix everything on their own, but when we’re moved enough to love 

someone with what we do have—whether it’s bread and fish, a pair of shoes, a “Blessing Bag,” or just 
fifty cents, Jesus multiplies those gifts to help more people than we could possibly imagine.   

u PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for this day and the opportunity we have to gather together. Help us remember that what 
we have to offer is never too small when we’re moved by love. In your name we pray, Amen. 



4-Week Children’s Curriculum

Family Takes All of Us
Week Four: Virtual Hospitality 

 Sunday, November 29th

Please feel free to adapt these ideas to better fit your unique audience of children. 

u SCRIPTURE
Matthew 25:40 And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (NRSV). 

u LESSON
Materials Needed: a cookie, donut, etc. for every child and a volunteer from the congregation to 
show hospitality by sharing his or her treat with the child who doesn’t get one. 

1. Give every kid a cookie, a donut, etc. except for one. Tell them they can begin eating their treat.
2. Let the volunteer interject.

• “Oh, wait a minute. I have one. Let me give it to you.”
3. Talk about the least of these.

• There’s a story in the Bible about how we should show one another hospitality.
• Food for the hungry
• Drink for the thirsty

4. Connect hospitality to Thornwell.
• We can’t all be at Thornwell every day to physically give the children and families they

serve food or give them something to drink.
• But you all had virtual school in the spring, right?
• Well, these turkeys are like virtual hospitality. It’s how we share our (cookie, donut, etc.) from

a distance.

u PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for this day and the opportunity we have to gather together. Help us remember to 
practice hospitality—in person when we can and virtually when we can’t. In your name we pray, Amen.  




