WEEK 1 | SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7
TIMOTHY’S STORY | “WALK THE TALK”

Have you ever heard of a place called Thornwell? It is
a safe place for children to live if their family cannot
or will not take care of them. It also is a place that
helps families grow stronger together!
The best way to tell you about Thornwell is to tell you
a story about someone who lived there.

Another way of putting is that we are to “walk
the talk”. Have you ever heard the phrase, “Walk
the talk?” It’s different from “talking the talk”. As
followers of Jesus, we are to “Walk the Talk”. But
that’s hard, just like it was hard for Timothy to learn to
walk and talk the right way. But with God’s love and
the help of Thornwell, he did it!

Timothy was 13 years old and was never taught how
to walk the right way. He walked on his tip toes.
Timothy also said bad words A LOT because that
is what he learned from the adults around him. He
didn’t know they were bad words.
Later, Timothy’s parents were not allowed to take
care of him anymore. He was very sad, scared,
and still remembered all the bad things that had
happened to him back home. That’s when Timothy
and his sister came to live at Thornwell.
At Thornwell, Timothy’s Family Teachers loved him
so much! He got food every day. His new Family
Teachers helped him to stop walking on his tip
toes by practicing and doing stretching exercises.
Timothy also learned not to say bad words.
Timothy is so happy now. He knows God loves him
and wants him to do the right things!
*Timothy’s name and photo have been changed to
protect his family’s privacy, but his story is very real!
Jesus taught us that it’s important to do the things he
taught in the Bible, and not just say we will do them,
like praying and loving our neighbor as ourselves.
Jesus expects us to DO these things.

LET US PRAY
Dear God, thank you for the Bible and thank you
for Jesus who taught us how to “walk the talk”.
Help us to do it every single day, Amen.
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WEEK 2 | SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14
“SURPRISE! BE PREPARED!”
Have you ever been to a surprise party? What is
important about throwing a surprise party? (you
can’t tell the one having a birthday, you have to hide
yourself, your cars, make sure you know the person
will come to the party at the right time, etc.)
Jesus told a story of the importance of being ready.
He said, “Keep awake therefore, for you know
neither the day nor the hour.” (Matt. 25:13 NRSV)
He was talking about the fact that one day Jesus
will come again to earth. And he will gather up his
followers to be with him.
So, how do we get ready for Jesus? You have any
ideas? (come to church, read the bible, Sunday
school, help others, etc.) Exactly! We practice being
a follower of Jesus every day. You know, when you
follow someone, you are going where they go, doing
what they do. When we follow Jesus, do what he
teaches us in the Bible, we practice for the day He
comes again. And we will be ready for the best
surprise ever!
Ellie’s Story
Have you ever heard
of a place called
Thornwell? It is a safe
place for children
to live if their family
cannot or will not take
care of them. It also
is a place that helps
families grow stronger together!
I’d like to tell you a true story about 16-year-old Ellie
who was prepared. Ellie is very smart and good at
basketball. She lives at Thornwell because her mom
is in jail and her dad is not around. So, Ellie and her
brothers and sisters lived with their grandmother.
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Because Ellie missed her mom, she was angry at
everyone. She got in trouble often and was failing a
lot of her classes at school. That’s when Ellie came to
live at Thornwell.
At first, Ellie hated living at Thornwell, and she did
everything she could think of to get kicked out! But
the Family Teachers at Thornwell loved her anyway.
This is kind of like how your mom or dad love you no
matter what, right?
Once Ellie knew that everyone loved her no matter
what, she started doing better. She got into trouble
less often and stopped being angry all the time.
She began getting straight A’s in school and began
working a job on campus. Ellie still misses her mom,
but she knows she has a new family that loves her!
One day she was asked to share something that he
loved. When it was Ellie’s turn, she quietly and slowly
reached into her pocket and pulled out a stone that
had been painted like a bumble bee. It was a gift that
she one day hoped to give to her mother.
Even though she has experienced a lot of hurt
over the years, Ellie learned at Thornwell that God
will always be with her. Ellie held onto that stone,
and she held on to the hope of one day giving it to
her mother. By keeping it with her, she is always
prepared if she gets a chance to see her again. And
we also should always be prepared for when Jesus
comes again.

LET US PRAY
Dear God, thank you for sending your son Jesus
to show us the way in life. Help us to always be
prepared by spending time in Bible study, prayer and
worship. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

WEEK 3 | SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
BE ALL YOU CAN BE!

Have you ever heard of a place called Thornwell? It is
a safe place for children to live if their family cannot
or will not take care of them. It also is a place that
helps families grow stronger together!
Thornwell began as a dream in the heart of a young
Presbyterian minister. Following the Civil War, William
Plumer Jacobs wanted to build an orphanage.

Jesus told a story called the “Parable of the Talents”
to teach us that what we are given is to be used
for others and our God-given talents are to be
developed through practice. Willie Anderson used
his ability to save money for the good of children at
Thornwell. You and I can both use our talents and
abilities to do good for others, too.

While Dr. Jacobs was visiting at the home of widow
Sarah Anderson, he talked with her about how he
felt God was calling him to build an orphanage, but
he wasn’t sure. Ten-year-old Willie Anderson listened
as they talked. After a while, Willie slipped out of the
room, but was soon back and standing by the knee of
Dr. Jacobs. His little hand was tightly clinched as if he
had something very precious in it.
“What is it?” asked the minister.
Willie opened his little hand and there lay a bright
silver half-dollar. The child said, “Take this and build
your orphanage.”
That small gift by a small boy energized Dr. Jacobs’
dream. Four years later, in 1875, Thornwell opened its
doors.
Willie was willing to share what he had to help others.
His gift of 50 cents would be worth around ten
dollars today. To Dr. Jacobs and his ministry, Willie’s
gift was priceless. Even though Willie was small and
didn’t have much to give, God used Willie’s gift to
help thousands of children and families over the past
146 years.
You can do what Willie did. No matter how little, no
matter how small, you can give to help children at
Thornwell by collecting coins. Together, we can do
big things with God’s help.

LET US PRAY
Dear God, thank you for people like Dr.
Jacobs and Willie Anderson who did so much
to help children for 146 years! Most of all,
thank you for Jesus and all he has done for
us. Help us to be generous people and help
those in need. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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WEEK 4 | SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28
“HELP JESUS BY HELPING OTHERS”
And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just
as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.” Matt: 25:40
Have you heard of Thornwell? Thornwell is a safe
place for children to live if their family cannot or will
not take care of them. It also is a place that helps
families grow stronger together!
Have you ever helped someone in need? What did
you do?
Jesus told a parable, a story, to teach us that when
we help people in need – when we clothe people
who need clothing, when we feed people who are
hungry, it’s as if we are doing it to Jesus. It’s that
important to serve Jesus by serving others. Jesus
said, “And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.’” Matthew
25:40
Jesus referred to people in need as “the least of
these.” The children at Thornwell are also “the
least of these.” Many of the children at Thornwell
have been taken from their home because of
circumstances that left them hurt, neglected or in
danger. These children can be taken care of because
people donate to Thornwell’s ministry. Thornwell
helps by giving them a loving home, feeding and
clothing them, and taking care of them—and
ministers to their spiritual needs. Some of them learn
about and experience God for the first time. Often
these children who have very little are the first ones
to give what they can to help others in need.
This year, the middle school girls at Thornwell got the
chance to give back to others in need. They knew
many people give to help them, and now it was their
turn to give back! They got to choose which charities

they would support. They decided upon a food bank,
a women’s shelter, a place that helps gives homes
to homeless people, and even some other ministries
helping people needing help in other countries! In
addition to money, the girls wrote cards and drew
pictures to send to these places to make other
people feel better and know they were loved!
The girls at Thornwell didn’t have much, but they
gave what they could – especially in the way they
showed love and kindness, and prayed for others.
I want you to think about what the girls at Thornwell
did for other people in need. I want you to practice
giving and doing for others. For when you do, you
are not only serving those in need, you are serving
Jesus. Thank you for all you do to help others.

LET US PRAY
Dear God, thank you for Thornwell. Thank you for
those that care for children and provide them a safe
and loving home, hope for a brighter future and a
chance to heal from hurts. Help us to help those in
need – “the least of these” – for when we do that, we
help your son Jesus Christ. Amen.
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