
WEEK 1  |  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6

Today we highlight the mission of Thornwell 
to prevent child abuse and neglect, build and 
reunite families, and support healthy communities 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Founded in 1875 in 
Clinton, SC, by a Presbyterian minister to care for 
orphans from the Civil War, Thornwell still cares 
for children who’ve experienced trauma, while 
also providing innovative ministries to strengthen 
families throughout Florida, Georgia, and South 
Carolina. Thornwell’s theme this Emphasis Month is 
“Lighting the Way to Jesus.” 

Today, I want to share a story about a special child 
that came to Thornwell.  Timothy was just 13 when 
he arrived at Thornwell, and yet he had already 
experienced more heartbreak than many will in 
a lifetime. You see, Timothy witnessed his own 
father’s death.  Before that, Timothy was placed in 
foster care with his sister when their mother went 
to jail. They were reunited when she was released, 
only to be placed in foster care again.  Timothy 
often cried inconsolably for hours, and it became 
clear Timothy needed extra support that Thornwell 
could provide.  

Timothy’s trauma affected his whole person.  He 
walked on the tips of his toes because he had 
never been taught to take steps properly, nor 
had he been taught the appropriate way to talk. 
Timothy grew up hearing foul language from his 
parents and cursed freely because he hadn’t been 
taught that some words are bad. 

At Thornwell, Timothy grew by leaps and 
bounds. When his teaching parents first tried to 
help Timothy walk properly, his feet hurt. They 
corrected his walking posture by incorporating 
stretching exercises while practicing walking 
correctly. 

Timothy also learned to control his temper and use 
appropriate language. He slipped up occasionally, 
but his teaching parents corrected him in a 
way that he could learn. He also worked with a 
therapist to learn coping skills to calm himself 
down. At Thornwell, he also learned that God loves 
him and wants him to faithfully “walk the talk”.

In Matthew 23, Jesus gets angry at religious 
leaders who “talk the talk” but don’t “walk the 
talk”:  Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his 
disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 
Moses’ seat; 3 therefore, do whatever they teach 
you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for 
they do not practice what they teach.” (Matt. 23:1-
3 NRSV).  In our own faith walk, let us remember 
Timothy’s journey from unimaginable suffering 
to “walking the talk” in faith and love, and give 
generously to Thornwell.  Thank you.

*(Timothy’s name has been changed to protect his 
identity, but his story is real!)

CONTINUE TO WEEK 2  >>

We have provided 4 weeks of minutes for mission for your use.  We recommend using the minute for mission 
for the corresponding date because each message also corresponds with the children’s sermon and may 
provide for meaningful family discussion, if applicable. If you do only one week, be sure to consider using week 
4’s minute for mission as it sums up the theme with the parable of the sheep and the goats (“the least of these”).  

Thank you for using this resource and for your generosity in partnering with Thornwell to care for children and 
families throughout Florida, Georgia and South Carolina!
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Minutes for Mission

Lighting the way
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WEEK 2  |  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13

Today we highlight the mission of Thornwell 
to prevent child abuse and neglect, build and 
reunite families, and support healthy communities 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Founded in 1875 in 
Clinton, SC, by a Presbyterian minister to care for 
orphans from the Civil War, Thornwell still cares 
for children who’ve experienced trauma, while 
also providing innovative ministries to strengthen 
families throughout Florida, Georgia, and South 
Carolina. Thornwell’s theme this Emphasis Month is 
“Lighting the Way to Jesus.” 

Children at Thornwell go to church with the cottage 
families, attend youth group, and study the Bible 
during the week. They also go to church camps in 
the summer and learn about God’s love. 

The best way to tell you about Thornwell is to tell 
you a story about someone who lived there – a 
story about Ellie, a very smart, 16-year-old who was 
good at basketball.

Ellie was at Thornwell because her mother 
was in prison, and she never knew her dad. 
Her grandmother tried raising her and her six 
brothers and sisters, but she just couldn’t do it by 
herself.  Ellie was angry at everybody. She wanted 
everyone to pay for her mother being taken away. 
She got in trouble often and was failing in school. 
Lashing out was her way of getting back. 

Ellie hated Thornwell at first. She hated the rules 
and got in trouble a lot. But she noticed that no 
one at Thornwell stayed mad at her when she got 
in trouble. She wasn’t used to that. She learned 
that she wouldn’t get kicked out no matter what 
she did.  She also learned that her actions carried 
consequences. This made her learn to control her 
anger. Ellie changed and began getting straight A’s 
and kept a job on campus. 

At a youth group meeting one day, the kids were 
asked to bring something that they love to the 
meeting. The director went around the room 
asking each one to “show and tell” about what 
they brought. Some brought stuffed animals. One 
brought Cheetos. 

When it was Ellie’s turn, she quietly and slowly 
reached into her pocket and pulled out a rock 
that had been painted like a bumble bee. Some 
of the kids chuckled when they saw it. Then she 
explained, “I made this for my mom when I was in 
elementary school. But I never got a chance to give 
it to her because DSS picked me up at school that 
day.”

Even though she has experienced a lot of hurt, Ellie 
learned at Thornwell that God will always be with 
her. Ellie held onto that stone like she held onto 
hope of one day giving it to her mother. By keeping 
it with her, she is always prepared if she gets a 
chance to see her again. As the Parable of the 10 
bridesmaids and Ellie’s bumble bee reminds us, 
we should always be prepared for the day Jesus 
comes again.  Please prayerfully consider giving 
generously to Thornwell.  Thank you.

*(Ellie’s name has been changed to protect her 
identity, but her story is real!)

CONTINUE TO WEEK 3  >>
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WEEK 3  |  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Today we highlight the mission of Thornwell 
to prevent child abuse and neglect, build and 
reunite families, and support healthy communities 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Founded in 1875 in 
Clinton, SC, by a Presbyterian minister to care for 
orphans from the Civil War, Thornwell still cares 
for children who’ve experienced trauma, while 
also providing innovative ministries to strengthen 
families throughout Florida, Georgia, and South 
Carolina. Thornwell’s theme this Emphasis Month is 
“Lighting the Way to Jesus.”  

Thornwell began as a dream in the heart of a 
young Presbyterian minister. Following the Civil 
War, Dr. William Plumer Jacobs wanted to build an 
orphanage.  While Dr. Jacobs was visiting at the 
home of widow Sarah Anderson, he talked with her 
about how he felt God was calling him to build an 
orphanage, but he wasn’t sure. Ten-year-old Willie 
Anderson listened intently as they talked. After 
a while, Willie slipped out of the room, but was 
soon back and standing by the knee of Dr. Jacobs. 
His little hand was tightly clinched as if he had 
something very precious in it.

“What is it?” asked the minister. 

Willie opened his little hand and there lay a bright 
silver half-dollar. The child said, “Take this and 
build your orphanage.” 

That small gift by a small boy energized Dr. Jacobs’ 
dream. Four years later, in 1875, Thornwell opened 
its doors.  Willie was willing to share what he had 
to help others. His gift of 50 cents would be worth 
around ten dollars today. To Dr. Jacobs and his 
ministry, Willie’s gift was priceless. Even though 
Willie was small and didn’t have much to give, God 
used Willie’s gift to help thousands of children and 
families over the past 142 years.

In Bible days, a talent was an amount of money. 
Today, the word talent also means an ability. God 
wants us to use our abilities—whether it be raising 
money, singing or playing an instrument, raking 
leaves, cooking or whatever we can do—for the 
glory of His work and His kingdom. 

People of all ages become a part of Thornwell’s 
ministry by not only giving money to help children 
and families, but by volunteering their time 
and talents. To find out more about Thornwell’s 
year-round Mission Program and other ways to 
help, please visit thornwell.org/volunteer. And 
please prayerfully consider giving generously to 
Thornwell.  
You can do so online at thornwell.org/give.

CONTINUE TO WEEK 4  >>
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Today we highlight the mission of Thornwell 
to prevent child abuse and neglect, build and 
reunite families, and support healthy communities 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Founded in 1875 in 
Clinton, SC, by a Presbyterian minister to care for 
orphans from the Civil War, Thornwell still cares 
for children who’ve experienced trauma, while 
also providing innovative ministries to strengthen 
families throughout Florida, Georgia, and South 
Carolina.”  Thornwell’s theme this Emphasis Month 
is “Lighting the Way to Jesus.” 

The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats told 
by Jesus in Matthew 25 says: “And the king will 
answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.” 

Many of the children Thornwell serves, either 
through our residential program or in our foster 
parent network, have been taken from their home 
because of circumstances beyond their control. 
These children are cared for and supported by 
Thornwell because of the generosity of churches 
and people like you. 

Thornwell cares for hurting children by giving 
them a loving home, feeding and clothing them, 
providing therapy for psychological healing.  Most 
important, Thornwell provides spiritual healing. 
Some children learn about and experience God for 
the first time. Often these children who have very 
little are the first ones to give what they can to help 
others in need.

Recently, the middle school girls who live at 
Thornwell were challenged to think about ways 
THEY could serve others who needed help. Several 
years ago, a man named Wilson Ferrell partnered 
with Thornwell to create a fund – the Ferrell Fund – 
in which money would go to support local, national, 
or even global charities. However, it would be up 
to the kids at Thornwell to research and decide 
which charities would receive the donations as a 
way to teach the meaning of philanthropy and the 
importance of giving back. So, when it came time 
for the girls to make their choices, they were visibly 
moved and excited. They knew so many people 
give to support them, and it was their turn to give 
back!

The girls chose to support a local food bank, a 
safe home shelter for women, a homeless housing 
project, a free clinic, the Hope House in Haiti, 
Convoy of Hope global ministries, and The Echo 
Project - local organization turning a theater that 
was once an infamous racist museum into a center 
for diversity and hope. 

In all, the girls were supported in giving $7,500 
dollars to these organizations through the Ferrell 
fund, but the girls didn’t stop there. In fact, each 
of them wrote letters of encouragement, and drew 
loving pictures to be sent along with their money. 
One girl even wrote a card to the women’s shelter 
and thanked them personally because, according 
to her card, they had impacted her life directly.

“We found the girls learned that despite what 
they may or may not have themselves, they 
could find ways to support others with prayers, 
with their kindness, and with love,” said Lindy 
Scott, Thornwell’s Executive Vice President. “For 
some of these girls, their backgrounds made this 
opportunity to give back even more profound. They 
each knew somebody this could touch and make 
their situation better.”

Friends in Christ, let us follow the example of the 
children of Thornwell, “the least of these,” and 
serve Jesus by giving generously to Thornwell.  
Thank you!

WEEK 4  |  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27
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