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Individuals and families 
across our communities 
are facing growing mental 
health challenges. In the 
Southeast, 46% of children 
have experienced at least one 
adverse childhood experience 
(ACE), including hardship, 
instability, or violence—factors 
tied to lifelong struggles.

Across South Carolina and the 
Southeast, children and youth 
in Child Protective Services 
urgently need trauma-
informed care. Thousands 
face instability from abuse, 
neglect, or disrupted 
families—placing them at risk 
for lifelong challenges.

In South Carolina, challenges 
in early childhood education, 
literacy, and poverty leave 
too many children behind 
before they even enter the 
classroom. Nearly one in five 
children in the state lives 
in poverty—a factor closely 
linked to lower kindergarten 
readiness, limited access to 
early learning, and literacy 
struggles.

Help break cycles of trauma 
through Thornwell’s 
Community Programs. 
Your generosity provides 
vulnerable children and 
families with the care, 
stability, and compassionate, 
community-driven support 
they need to heal, grow, and 
reach their full potential.

Your support of Thornwell’s 
Care Programs helps 
children find safe, stable 
homes and access trauma-
informed care, education, 
life skills, and a community 
that equips them to thrive as 
adults.

Through Thornwell’s 
Education Programs, your 
support expands high-quality 
early learning, strengthens 
foundational literacy, and 
assists families facing 
economic hardship—giving 
children a stronger start and 
a brighter future.
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Get Involved Today and Change Lives for Good! 

Whether you choose to donate or volunteer, you will make a 
significant impact! Our impact can be a testament to the strength of 
a community when we come together to build tomorrow’s families. 

Miles always dreamed of playing baseball like his friends, 
but circumstances never allowed it. When he entered 
foster care at age 11, he gave up on being a “typical” kid. 
That changed when Thornwell foster parent Vicki and 
her son Christian welcomed Miles into their home. Soon, 
he dared to dream again. 
 
Every child deserves a safe, loving, stable home. Vicki 
has the support and resources she needs to champion 
Miles’ dreams. Her car is packed with baseball gear; the 
laundry basket overflows, but it’s worth it. Miles’ team 
even won their championship, but his greatest victory 
was seeing Vicki and Christian cheering him on. 

Your generosity can make moments like this possible, 
showing children like Miles they are worthy of big 
dreams and bright futures!

“I support Thornwell 
from a sense of gratitude 

for the stable, loving, 
and caring home my 
parents provided me. 
Every child deserves 

this. So, I am grateful to 
help support safe spaces 

where children and 
families can learn, grow, 

and thrive.” - Ed Acuff 

“We are so incredibly grateful to everyone who donates 
during the Christmas season. Your generosity brings 
feelings of joy, excitement, and deep care during the 

holidays. Because of you, the kids can experience the 
wonder and warmth of Christmas morning in a truly 

special way. Thank you for loving and supporting them so 
well – your kindness makes a lasting difference.”  

- A Thornwell Teaching Parent 

Learn how you can 

GET INVOLVED 

NOW by scanning 

this QR code!

Want to read more stories of hope and inspiration 
like this one? Scan this QR to read our blog!  
New stories posted weekly!
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